V y ' THE WHITE House 

-SfXRfi^ -SENSITIVE 



Sunday. January 5. 1969 - 5:15 p. 

Mr. President: 

Herewith a CIA evaluation of the 
r^echoslovakian alert of their ground 
^oTcea Which Mr. Rostow informed you 
of earlier. 
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The high sCate pi alert ^ 
ordered for Czechoslovakta's 

sr«ed forces m 5 Jfanoary was 
prohably a p^eeautionai-y sneftswre 
in preparation for a televised 

speech later la the M.t\^¥ 
the controversial lib«3P«l. 
Qh&tnmn of th© parltaaent, 

Jo«ef SmrJkov«|yr* 

Under tfc#"»«w t«d«r»ll»«<i 
system of government his Job l» 
up for grat>«?,Hi|.!i there has been ' 
8trong'"pr#s«ure irom conservatives 
to dump hi». Young people and 
worker® hav«'''i?tsea ta:;M», d#f«n«« ^ 
tw a well publielz0d'<5#alg«* «i»d-: 
they have threatened strikes and 
deiBonstratioa#;:.it he .t»', forced out. 

We do not yet have a text o£ 
Smrkovsky's speech, but exceiT*« 
broadcast by Prague Radio indieafiPf- 
that he said hie fate was not yet^^,^. 
settled. He seemed also to he 
hinting that he would step down, 
but it IS not at ail clear. >V© 
expect to get a text later ott 
tonight . So far there has bot-ii 
no report of trouble in Prague 
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but the alert may last for 
some time yet. 

The leadership is justifiably 
nex'vous . On 4 January , the party 
presidium warned that the campaign 
to preserve key liberals in top 
posts had complicated relations with 
Caecbosl.ovakia*s Communist allies 
and that this could lead to a 
new crisis. 
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